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STANTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the council: Sophie Bond 
Tel: 07721416004
Email: clerk@stanton-pc.gov.uk
Chair – Keith Marlow                                                                    Vice Chair – Greg Meadwell

Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton Parish Council held on 8 October 2026 at Stanton Village Hall
1. Roll Call and Apologies
The following councillors were present:

	Cllr Marlow 
	Cllr Meadwell 

	Cllr D. Burdett 
	Cllr S. Foulds 

	Cllr B. Shave 
	Cllr H. Howe 

	
	

	District Cllr J. Thorndyke 
	



Apologies for absence were received from the following councillors:
	Councillor 
	Reason 
	Approved/ Not Approved 

	Cllr H.Richardson 
	Meeting 
	Approved 

	Cllr L.Frost 
	Late Submission 
	Not Approved 

	Cllr M. Scowcroft 
	
	Approved



Also in attendance: 
4 members of the public
2. To Consider and approve the minutes of the previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2026 confirmand as a correct record proposed by Cllr D. Burdett and seconded my Cllr S. Foulds, and were signed by the Chair.  
3. Public Forum:
Ian Engell, The Chairman of Stanton Co Co Trust and Stanton Village Trust addressed the Council, explaining that the Trusts usually have a Parish Council representative on their Board of Trustees. Following the resignation of Cllr B. McDonald, the position had become vacant.
The role requires attendance at approximately one meeting per year and was not considered onerous. A volunteer was sought, and Cllr H. Howe put herself forward for the position.
4. Reports from: 
a. District Councillor Jim Thorndyke
The Barningham Local Plan is due to be ratified next Tuesday.
An update was provided regarding complaints about Bloor Homes. Most issues have now been resolved, although problems remain on Old Bury Lane. Bin lorries have previously been refused access to the site, but Bloor Homes have since been emptying the bins themselves as a proactive measure.
The foul drainage connection was completed last Wednesday, and a three-week road closure license is in place. Bloor Homes had believed that most of the work was complete; however, a bin lorry was turned away due to the evening road closure.
Residents have been using the bridleway incorrectly out of desperation. It is hoped that the remaining works on Old Bury Lane will be completed soon.
The condition of the bins along the street was acknowledged, and apologies were given for their current state. Although the bins are being emptied, they are becoming almost full again shortly afterwards, and collections appear to be inconsistent.
Residents were asked to notify Jim when they find a full bin so that he can report the issue and follow up accordingly.
Residents in Duke Street have reported missed bin collections due to road closures and vehicles parked in a way that prevents refuse collection vehicles from accessing the road. It was noted that the previous contractor would reverse up the road to collect the bins, whereas the new contractor does not appear to do so.
The sites proposed for development as part of the Local Plan Call for Sites are now available to view on the My West Suffolk website. The proposed sites are colour-coded, with green indicating housing and orange indicating mixed-use development.
It was noted that many of the proposed sites are unlikely to be taken forward. The 33-acre site was considered a likely candidate for development, with the potential for approximately 870 homes.
West Suffolk Council will need to undertake further due diligence and assess each proposed site to determine its suitability for development before any decisions are made.


b. Suffolk County Councillor Harry Richardson

It was suggested that Harry be asked to get involved with the Co-op lighting connection. Keith was asked to send an email regarding this matter.
Harry was not present, and Keith read out the update on his behalf.
With regards to local government re-organisation, there had been no progress since the previous month. The proposals had been withdrawn following legal advice. County Council elections are expected to take place next May, with the mayoral election scheduled for 2028.
An update was provided on road maintenance, including pothole repairs and surface dressing. Pothole repair machinery had been trialled.
Concerns were raised regarding an accident blackspot on a road with a 60 mph speed limit where white lines had not been installed. The question was raised as to whether the absence of road markings may have contributed to the accident.
The County Council was reported to be £7.8 million overspent, primarily due to adult social care costs. The use of council reserves was also noted, leaving less money available to absorb future financial shocks.
A consultation is open seeking views on proposed changes to community nursing provision, including the removal of some community staff and an increased role for Healthy Child Practitioners. 

5. Clerk’s Report
The Clerk's report had been circulated with the agenda, nothing was highlighted.  
 
6. Declarations of Interest 
None to declare 

7. Statutory Business/Governance:
a. Accounts 
i. To receive Finance Report as at 30 September 2026

	Cleared receipts 
	£496.53

	Cleared payments 
	£8,411.74

	Transfer 
	£3000



Bank Reconciliation 
	Balance per Bank Statement 
	£3,415.52

	Unpresented payments 
	0

	Unpresented receipts 
	0

	Adjusted Bank Balance 
	£3,415.52



To approve payments as scheduled 
The scheduled was presented, approved and signed
	Staff Salaries
	£1,817.05

	Clerk Expenses - Phone + Ink cartridges
	£65.37

	Tops Garden - awaiting invoice 
	

	Community WorkShop Ltd - awaiting invoice 
	XX

	SALC - Payroll for 12 months
	 £266.40 

	PWLB 
	 £10,064.91 

	Village Hall - Room Hire
	 £46.50

	Lloyds Bank Service Charge 
	£4.82 

	Anglisn Water 
	 £10.00 

	Anglisn Water
	 £19.10

	Octopus Energy 
	£27.63 

	Octopus Energy 
	 £18.00 

	NEST
	 £153.13



8. Planning applications:
DC/26/1468/EIASCO
An environmental assessment was discussed in relation to a proposal by Fairmount, which was noted to be separate from the Jaynic development, although it could easily be confused with it.
Fairmount has offered to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss its proposals. It was suggested that the proposal be approached in a similar manner to the Jaynic development.
Cllr Burdett raised concerns about a potentially misleading emails, which appear to refer to the other development rather than clearly distinguishing between the two proposals.
Shepherd Grove Task Force Group
It was proposed that the parishes involved in the existing Jaynic group come together to establish a Shepherd Grove Task Force Group. The aim would be to present a united approach while ensuring that each parish retains the opportunity to raise its own specific concerns without these being diluted.
All councillors were invited to participate.
Bardwell, Hepworth, Ixworth and Walsham were also mentioned in relation to a meeting with a representative from Warwick. It was agreed that a separate meeting should be arranged.
Action: Contact Warwick to request suitable dates for a separate meeting and proceed with arrangements once dates have been received.

9. Matters for noting and resolution:
a. Play Area Inspection Reports for XXX

i. Pocket Park 
ii. Skate Park 
iii. Village Park 
The usual report had not been received. However, Cllr Marlow’s weekly report was circulated and noted to contain no significant changes from the previous month.

b. Village Maintenance List 
The church noticeboard was moved by Ben. It was agreed that arrangements would be made with Brian to prepare a hole for the Christmas tree.
Graffiti on the clock tower was noted and requires repainting.
Keith will obtain a quotation from Willow Serve for plumbing improvements. The toilet seats are cracked, and the fixings are unsuitable for standard replacement seats. Issues were also reported with the toilets not flushing properly and the water running continuously.
Action: Keith to obtain a quotation from Willow Serve for the necessary plumbing repairs and improvements.

c. Special Motion
Cllr Meadwell had obtained a quotation from Blyth, and Barry had also obtained a quotation from another contractor, which was approximately twice the cost of Blyth. It was therefore initially agreed to proceed with Blyth.
A further quotation was subsequently received from Ian. Although this quotation was higher than Blyth’s, it covered a wider scope of work, including the replacement of the MUGA lights. The benefits of appointing a local contractor who could respond to ongoing maintenance requirements were discussed.
Cllr Meadwell had contacted Blyth to establish when the work could commence but had received no response. Ian confirmed that he could start the work this month.
Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed to reverse the previous decision and appoint Ian to undertake the electrical work.


d. Drop Bollard
Concerns were raised about vehicles accessing the area behind the Village Hall when they had no business with either the Recreation Ground or the Village Hall. A quotation of £210 had been received for replacement drop bollard.
A discussion took place regarding who would be authorised to access the key safe and where the key would be securely stored.
It was noted that there were already several key safes in place. Cllr Howe suggested that those who required access could be provided with a key. The possibility of installing a key safe in the bar area, as had been done previously, was also discussed.
It was agreed to proceed with the installation of a drop-down bollard. Arrangements for key access and storage would be confirmed at a later date.
Actions:
Clerk: Arrange quotes of the replacement drop-down bollard at a cost of £210.
Council: Confirm arrangements for key access and secure storage.

e. Street Planters
Hillcrest has responded regarding the summer planters and advised that payment for the summer planters remains outstanding. It was subsequently confirmed that payment had been made in September.
A quotation for the planters was received and was within budget. Cllr S. Foulds queried whether additional bulbs would be required. Tina continues to water the pansies.
It was proposed that bulbs be planted along the verges around trees and in the parks. It was estimated that four 25kg sacks of bulbs would be required, with planting to take place between now and the end of November as a half-term community project.
Actions:
Cllr S. Foulds: to obtain a price for four 25kg sacks of bulbs.
Clerk: Advertise on Facebook for volunteers to help with the bulb-planting project.

f. Old School Park 
A community tree-planting event was proposed to encourage village involvement. It was suggested that Year 5 and 6 pupils be invited to participate as part of their science and nature learning. Cllr H. Howe will raise the idea with the school.
The suggestion of dedicating trees to individuals, particularly those who have served the community for many years, with commemorative plaques was raised. This idea from November onwards. A community tree-planting event was proposed for 16 November, involving the school and coinciding with the bulb-planting initiative. It was suggested that the school could plant a tree.
It was noted that, since the installation of the benches, Old School Park has been enjoyed regularly by local residents, with many families visiting for after-school picnics.
The need to water the trees was acknowledged. Cllr Shave suggested installing a water butt to help with watering. Members of the public explained that they transport water to their allotments using 10-litre containers and offered to provide some to the Council for watering the trees.
The trees previously agreed for purchase from Ann Marie are still alive and ready for planting. The Council is awaiting an invoice.
Actions:
Cllr H. Howe: Raise the proposed school involvement in the community tree-planting event with the school.
Clerk/Council: Coordinate the proposed tree-planting event on 16 November alongside the bulb-planting initiative.
Clerk: Follow up on the outstanding invoice for the trees from Ann Marie.

g. The Grundle 

Cllr Foulds reported that James Pickerin from West Suffolk Council has provided her with an update on the proposed works. Whilst formal approval from Natural England is awaited, it is believed that remedial works will be possible at a minimum of two of the three hazardous sites previously identified. At one site, comprising a high step up over exposed roots, it should be possible to insert retaining stakes, infill behind those, and also create a second smaller step, ensuring that the health of trees would not be affected and that the works would remain rustic and in keeping with the surrounding character. Action at the second site involves the removal of exposed roots which currently provide trip hazards. Any works possible at the third site are still being considered, as improving the safety of a narrow sloping path between the base of a large tree and a deep central channel is challenging, in particular due to winter water flow at this point. It is hoped that works which can be carried out will be completed before Christmas. When a Contractor is selected and works planned the possibility of bringing in a chipper to remove accumulated debris will be considered. Debris will otherwise be moved out of the way, up the sides or onto existing flat areas within the Grundle to minimise potential impact on winter flooding.


h. Old Rectory verge on Old Bury Road 
Concerns were raised about the appearance of the entrance in front of the Old Rectory, where self-seeded sycamore trees and brambles require attention. It was suggested that a letter be sent regarding the condition of the area.
The retaining wall was noted to be owned by the residents of the property on the higher ground. West Suffolk Council will be asked to establish the owner’s details.
A hedge encroaching approximately 50–60 metres along the road and scratching passing vehicles was reported. The overgrowth restricts the road, making it difficult for two vehicles to pass comfortably. Cllr H. Howe will ask her husband to cut back the hedge, with the work planned for tomorrow.
The overgrown footpath and surrounding vegetation were also noted. The issue will be reported through Suffolk County Council’s reporting tool.
Actions:
Clerk: Send a letter regarding the condition of the entrance to the Old Rectory.
Clerk: Contact West Suffolk Council to establish the ownership of the retaining wall.
Cllr H. Howe: Arrange for the hedge to be cut back.
Clerk: Report the overgrown footpath and vegetation to Suffolk County Council via its reporting tool.


i. West Suffolk Plan “Call for Site” programme 
The item was deferred to next month’s meeting.


j. Issue with Bins
It was noted that dog waste bins are filling up quickly and frequently overflowing. Cllr Meadwell asked whether further provision could be considered, including the possibility of combining dog waste bins with general waste bins. Areas suggested included The Chase, the former military housing and George Hill.
Greg will walk around the village to assess existing provision and identify any locations where additional bins may be required. The matter will be added to next month’s agenda.
It was suggested that Tina be asked not to empty the bins.
Actions:
Greg: Walk around the village to review existing dog waste bins and identify locations where additional bins may be needed.
Clerk: Add dog waste bin provision to next month’s agenda and clarify arrangements with Tina regarding emptying the bins.

k. Memorial Application
The memorial application was considered and approved.

l.Update to the Gibson Hunter memorial 
The memorial application was considered and approved.


m. Fireworks Stalls
Fire extinguishers have been ordered and are expected to arrive between Friday and Monday.
A skip has also been arranged for delivery between Friday and Monday.
Roadside banners will be put up by Greg and Keith on Sunday.
Posters will be displayed at Hillcrest, the Co-op, Stanton Stores, the chip shop, bus stops and noticeboards. The event will also be promoted via social media and The Steamer. Cllr Burdet has arranged similar promotion in neighbouring villages’ Facebook pages. The Clerk will create an Instagram account.
It was highlighted that a notice needs to be issued warning members of the public that all cars must be removed from the car park by 6.00pm on Friday, as vehicles remaining in the car park may be unable to leave until 6.00pm on Sunday. The fun fair, BBQ and coffee arrangements were confirmed. The racing game operator would like to set up near a power supply, facing into the car park. Cllr K. Marlow requested that the playing field be kept level and accessible for all. Power can be supplied from the village hall.
Volunteer arrangements for the event were discussed. The Football Club will provide six volunteers to assist with car parking and stewarding. Arrangements for managing vehicle and pedestrian access, payments and closing the gate were also confirmed. It was agreed to obtain an additional card machine to assist with processing payments at the event. 
The Clerk will investigate card payment options through Lloyds and SumUp and arrange the cash required for the event.
It was agreed that a rocket would be launched to signal the start of the display, at which point the lights would be switched off. Greg will then send a message confirming when the lights should be switched back on.
A pumpkin carving competition and a colouring competition were proposed, with family tickets to the Fireworks event to be awarded to the winner of the pumpkin carving competition.
Actions:
· Clerk: Create an Instagram account, source an additional card machine, arrange cash for the event, prepare a notice regarding weekend car park restrictions, and organise the pumpkin carving and colouring competitions.
· Cllr K. Marlow and Cllr G. Meadwell: Put up the roadside banner.


n. EV Chargers
The proposed electric vehicle charging point at the Village Hall car park was discussed. The project was originally being progressed with Kurb but has since been taken over by Believ. Greg expressed concerns about the current proposal and requested that the plans be reviewed and revised. Further information will be provided at the next meeting.

Action: Add the electric vehicle charging point proposal to next month’s agenda for further discussion.



10. Correspondence received: 

a. Fly-tipping
Concerns were raised regarding a recurring issue involving rubbish being left in the area, including wine bottles and cat food packaging with the identifying labels removed. It was noted that the issue had stopped for a period but had recently started again.
Members discussed concerns for the welfare of the individual involved, who may be vulnerable and potentially experiencing dementia. The Council considered how best to address the situation while recognising the limits of its role and responsibilities.
It was suggested that the local GP practice in Stanton or Ixworth be contacted to raise concerns and, where appropriate, alert the individual’s family. The possibility of contacting Suffolk County Council’s safeguarding team was also discussed. Members considered whether signage could be installed in the affected area and whether the rubbish should continue to be cleared or left for West Suffolk Council to address.
Actions:
Clerk: Contact the relevant GP practice to raise concerns about the individual’s welfare, without disclosing unnecessary personal information.
Clerk: Seek advice from Suffolk County Council’s adult safeguarding team regarding appropriate next steps.
Clerk/Council: Investigate the possibility of installing signage in the affected area.
Clerk: Inform Tina that the current arrangement for clearing the rubbish should cease, pending further clarification.


b. Stanton Village Trust 
This matter was discussed in the Public Forum.


c. Dust from New Builds and Hedge Cutting
The hedge was discussed with item h. 
Concerns were also raised regarding dust, with members acknowledging that the dry weather had exacerbated the issue for several residents. It was agreed that a response should acknowledge the resident’s frustration and explain that, given the current conditions, there is limited action the Council can take at this time.
Action:
Clerk: Respond to the resident

11. To agree items for the next meeting

Budget meeting: Costings to be prepared for discussion.
Wreath: It was agreed that the wreath should be passed to Greg rather than Keith.
Horse-drawn cart: Bloors have offered the horse-drawn cart for use as a planter and will arrange delivery. Cllr Foulds offered to store the cart in her barn. Hayley knows someone who may be able to treat the woodworm in the spring.
Cricket: Cllr H. Howe to explore the possibility of using the school’s cricket pitch.


Date of next meeting:
12th November 2026


Signed by 

Chairman:

Date: 
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