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STANTON PARISH COUNCIL

	Clerk to the council: Sophie Bond 
Tel: 07721416004
Email: clerk@stanton-pc.gov.uk
Chair – Keith Marlow                                                                    Vice Chair – Greg Meadwell



Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton Parish Council held on 13 August 2026 at Stanton Village Hall

	1.
	
	
	
	Roll Call and Apologies   

The following councillors were present:
	Cllr Marlow (Chair)                                                                                              
	Cllr Howe

	Cllr Meadwell (Vicechair)                                                                                      
	Cllr Scowcroft

	Cllr Burdett                                                                                                              
	Cllr Shave

	Cllr Foulds                                                                                     
	Cllr McDonald




Apologies for absence were received from the following councillors

Cllr Frost                                                                    Approved 

Cllr Richardson                                                         Approved

Also in attendance: 

West Suffolk District Cllr Thorndyke 


	1. 
	
	
	
	Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 9 July 2026 and 14 May 2026 were confirmed as a correct record and were signed by the Chair and Vicechair, who had acted as chair for the previous meeting. 



	3.








4.



	
	
	
	Public Forum: 5 members of the public attended.
A member of the public enquired as to whether the road will be closed between 10.30 and 11.30am on 11th and 15th November. They also informed the Council that they would be visiting the Remembrance Memorial to remove some old items and commented that it would benefit from a clean-up and general freshening up. The Chairman agreed, and it was agreed that a clean-up party would be organised.

Co-option of Councillor:
 
All members were in favour of the co-option. Ms Shave signed the Register of Interests and completed the Declaration of Interests.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.

	
	
	
	Reports from:
a. West Suffolk District Councillor Thorndyke 
Cllr Thorndyke reported that he had been made aware of, numerous complaints regarding dust. He had been informed by the site manager that the area was being watered down to reduce the dust; however, Cllr Thorndyke disputed this. Cllr Marlow proposed that he would write back to the site manager and escalate the matter.

b. Suffolk County Councillor Richardson's 
The report was summarised by Cllr Marlow. There was discussion regarding the proposed road closures on the A143, due to commence tomorrow, and the need to protect green lanes from diversions and inappropriate use.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s Report had been circulated with the agenda and the following was highlighted:
· The Clerk will email Cllr McDonald with Ro’s contact details to assist him in setting up his Councillor email address.
 


	7.
	
	
	
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Meadwell declared an interest as he knows the electrical contractor he has proposed.


	8.
	
	
	
	Statutory Business/Governance: 
a. Accounts
i. To receive Finance Report as at 31st July 2026. The report was received and accepted.
ii. To approve payments as scheduled (Chairman to sign). Councillors approved the scheduled payments. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	9.
	
	
	
	Planning application:
a.DC/26/0940/FUL – Haulage Depot, Bury Road 
i. Conversion of existing garage to office space. 
ii. Installation of electric vehicle charger to front of garage. 
iii. Single story side extension to existing garage.
DC/26/0940/FUL | Planning application - a. conversion of existing garage to office space b. installation of electric vehicle charger to front of garage c. single storey side extension to existing garage | Haulage Depot Bury Road Stanton Suffolk IP31 2BZ
No objections from the council. 

b. DC/26/1197/PIP
i. Permission in principle - nine self-build homes and vehicle accesses
https://planning.westsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TJCCASPD03E00 
It was noted that drivers already travel at excessive speeds along the road. The consensus was that the proposal would not be supported by the public. Councillors felt that insufficient information had been provided to allow the proposal to be given thorough consideration.
Concerns were raised about whether there is sufficient infrastructure to support the development, including whether the local school and doctors’ surgery could accommodate nine additional families. It was also noted that the construction process would be extremely disruptive.
The Council was not in favour of the proposal.

	
10.
	
	
	
	
Matters for noting and resolution:
a.    Play Area Inspection Reports for July 2025                        
The Play Area Inspection Reports for July 2025 were received and noted.
Cllr Marlow confirmed that weekly inspections are being carried out and that there were no urgent issues requiring attention. Spare parts have been ordered.
Cllr Meadwell raised concerns regarding the surface area beneath the swings and it was noted that this would require attention in the future but was considered save.

 b.    Village Maintenance List 
A question was raised as to when the clock tower was last serviced.
It was agreed that a plan should be put in place for the regular cleaning of the play equipment. 
                                                         
c.      The Grundle                                                                                     
The report was distributed to councillors and acknowledged.
Cllr Foulds explained that she had met with James Pickerin (County Council), Kevin Verlander (County Council), Teresa Hudson (BHS Access Field Officer – East of England), and three local riders on 21 July.
James Pickerin advised that the possibility of bringing in a chipper to deal with debris in the Grundle which cannot be removed intact was currently being investigated.
Teresa Hudson suggested that in the meanwhile should debris accumulate and the route become difficult to negotiate a working party of village volunteers could perhaps be co-ordinated to ensure access maintained.
The group assessed current condition of the Bridleway and three areas of significant concern were identified. At these points, erosion, exposed roots and uneven ground present specific hazards to both horses and pedestrians.
As a result of this an online meeting has taken place between the County Council representatives and Natural England to agree a plan of action. Potential short, medium and long term interventions are being assessed. It is possible that the route may need to be closed for a period while works are undertaken.
Cllr Foulds advised that the condition and accessibility of Wash Lane was also discussed. This route to local Bridleways from Upthorpe Road becomes flooded and virtually impassable to equestrian access during the Winter, and overgrown in Summer. This has become a particular issue following the loss of an alternative permissive route to Upthorpe Road along a field boundary. Cllr Foulds will investigate the current condition of the route and liaise with the County Council representatives regarding the cutting back of vegetation on the route (due for September) and any surface improvements possible.
Cllr Foulds additionally advised that a resident of Potters Lane had asked her when the hedge on the School side of Potters Lane would be cut back, noting that the work carried out last year was unsatisfactory. It was believed that cutting back is the responsibility of the School, but the situation can be reported to County Council if access is being impeded.
It was also noted by Councillors that the route appears to be coming a hotspot for youths gathering and drinking and it was suggested that the area should also be monitored for this reason.


d. Firework Display 
Cllr Marlow reported that preparations for the Firework Display were underway. The Village Hall, fun fair, coffee van and first aid provision had all been booked, and the Football Club had agreed to provide the food.
It was noted that there had been a slight increase in the cost of the fireworks, partly due to the purchase of additional fireworks. A new secure location for storing the fireworks had also been arranged.
The quotation was approved, proposed by Cllr Burdett and seconded by Cllr Howe.
The Council will check for any road closures. Cllr Marlow will also check with the developers regarding any potential impact on the event.
                                                                     
e. Book Exchange                                                                                                        
Due to increased interest in opening the Book Exchange as soon as possible, Cllr Marlow and Cllr Meadwell will erect the cabinets sometime next week.
The initial plan had been to paint the inside of the clock tower first; however, to enable the Book Exchange to open sooner, this will be completed at a later date.

f. Signage for Old School Park                                                                                  
Due to the recent extreme hot weather and the installation of the new benches and picnic tables, Cllr Marlow suggested that signage be installed, including a “No BBQs” notice and general guidance on appropriate behaviour.
Cllr Marlow will obtain quotations for the proposed signage.

g. November Budget Meeting   
                                                                               
The November Budget Meeting is scheduled for 19 November. The aim of the meeting will be to gather ideas and identify potential expenditure to be included in the budget. For example, obtaining quotations for planters and including the cost in the budget will be considered.

h. Electrical Quote                                                                              
Cllr Meadwell reported that he had met with several contractors; however, he had not received quotations from them, with one contractor declining to provide a quote.
He had therefore obtained a quotation from a contractor known to him, based in Warwickshire. Cllr McDonald did not support this option, as the contractor was not local and the cost of overnight accommodation would also need to be added to the quotation.
It was agreed that Cllr McDonald would obtain three separate quotations, with the work to be carried out as soon as possible.
                     
i. Internment of Ashes Application   
                                                                      
The application for the internment of ashes and small headstone was approved.
   
j. Village Show – Parish Council Awards and 2027 show                                     
Cllr Foulds explained that Parish Council ‘Best Garden’ Awards had not been made in 2026 due to the handover of responsibilities. She had apologised to residents attending the Village Show for this situation developing.
She advised that cups and trophies for the categories awarded in 2025 have been returned, with the exception of two, which Cllr Burdett will endeavour to collect.
It was noted that at least one new cup is required for 2027 due to its poor condition.
A review of the categories for Awards to be presented in 2027 will be carried out, plus decisions on how gardens will be judged in future.
In particular Cllr Foulds proposed that an award for best Back Garden should be re-introduced, and a clear format and criteria for the awards be established and advertised in advance, so that residents are are aware of how they can take part. 
k. Coop lighting                                                                                                      
Not applicable. The item was not discussed. 

l. A143 and bus provision                                                                                   
Cllr Richardson not present to provide an update on progress.

m.  Application for the Amendment to Headstone 
The application for the amendment to the headstone was approved.                                          

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	
	
	
	Correspondence received: 
a. The CCP – Technical meeting - proposals for Shepherds Grove
A meeting has been scheduled for 19th August with neighbouring villages; Walsham, Hepworth and Bardwell.

b. All Saints Parochial Church Council – Moving of notice board

	

	12.
	
	
	
	Matters for discussion:
To consider any questions to the Chairman and whether items should be added to future agendas.
a. Planters and Street Vegetation
The Village currently has 16 concrete planters along the Street, which are planted up in Spring and Autumn by Hillcrest Nurseries. The planters were noted to be looking good this year, despite the challenging hot weather, and are being well watered and maintained by Tina, the street cleaner.
The Clerk will investigate the long-term arrangements for use of the water bowser.
Cllr Foulds will contact Hillcrest Nurseries regarding forthcoming Autumn planting, and suggested a possible small additional budget for the inclusion of spring bulbs in the containers which could be re-planted elsewhere in the village next Autumn. She will also make enquiries regarding the cost for supply of sacks of a larger quantity of bulbs to be planted around the village.
Cllr Foulds commented that The Street was currently looking very untidy with all the weeds that were growing along the line where buildings meet pavements and also along the road gutters. It was proposed that a working party should be set up in late August or early September to tackle the problem and restore neatness to the village.


b. Proposal of a Cricket Net
It was noted that the school has cricket flooring, and it was suggested that it may be worth approaching the school to see whether an arrangement could be made for its use.
Cllr Howe will enquire with the school.
c. Recycling Glass
It was suggested that villagers could be reminded that the recycling bins at the Village Hall are available for their use. It was also noted that the Parish Council receives funding based on the amount of recycling collected, which is then reinvested back into the local community.

      d.  Additional Items Raied 
i. The Clerk will investigate the protocol regarding gifts for Councillors. 
ii. Cllr Meadwell will investigate the possibility of installing storage lockers at the Village Hall.



	13.
	
	
	
	Date of next meetings.
To confirm the next scheduled Parish Council meeting on Thursday 10 September 2026 at 7pm




Signed:   
Date:		
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