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STANTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the council: Sophie Bond 
Tel: 07721416004
Email: clerk@stanton-pc.gov.uk
Chair – Keith Marlow                                                                    Vice Chair – Greg Meadwell

Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton Parish Council held on 10 September 2026 at Stanton Village Hall
1. Roll Call and Apologies
The following councillors were present:

	Cllr D. Burdett
	Cllr G. Meadwell (Vice Chair)

	Cllr S. Foulds 
	Cllr B. Shave 

	Cllr K. Marlow (Chair) 
	



Apologies for absence were received from the following councillors:
	Councillor 
	Reason 
	Approved/ Not approved

	Cllr H. Howe 
	Family commitment
	Approved 

	Cllr L. Frost 
	None given 
	Not approved 

	Cllr M, Scowcroft 
	None given 
	Not approved 



Also in attendance: 
	District Cllr J. Thorndyke 
	Suffolk County Cllr H. Richardson 

	5 members of the public 
	



2. To Consider and approve the minutes of the previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 August 2026 confirmand as a correct record proposed by Cllr D. Burdett and seconded my Cllr G. Maeadwell, and were signed by the Chair. 

3. Public Forum:
       A member of the public raised concerns regarding the proposed road names suggested by West Suffolk Council for the new Bloors development. It was felt that the proposed names were generic and had no meaningful connection to Stanton. Although there had been significant opposition to the development of the site, now that the development was proceeding, it was felt that the site should be considered an extension of the village and that the road names should reflect Stanton’s local identity and heritage.
It was noted that, following a meeting with the developers and West Suffolk Council in May 2026, it was understood that full names could no longer be used for road naming purposes. It was also noted that all previous suggestions put forward by Stanton had been rejected.
The member of the public suggested that names relating to the local history of Stanton should be considered, helping to maintain a sense of local identity and connection to the village. Cllr D. Burdett suggested considering names associated with local trades and professions and, where permitted, the surnames of former Stanton residents who had made a significant contribution to the village or were held in high regard.
It was agreed that the member of the public and councillors would each consider suitable names for the proposed roads and compile a list for further consideration.
      Another member of the public expressed support for the proposed ABTEC memorial but felt that, rather than a plaque, a more substantial monument should be provided to recognise those who lost their lives between 1941 and 1961. It was proposed that Jaynic should meet the cost of providing the memorial.

4. Reports from: 

a. District Councillor Jim Thorndyke
Cllr J. Thorndyke had not yet arrived, having been delayed at another meeting. Cllr K. Marlow therefore read Cllr J. Thorndyke’s report.
It was reported that the West Suffolk Local Plan is currently at an early stage, with Cllr J. Thorndyke serving on the working group involved in discussing the policies.
A call has been made for landowners to put forward land for potential development. No information was available at this stage regarding whether any landowners had come forward.
It was reported that West Suffolk is understood to be considering a requirement for approximately 1,200 new homes per year over the next 19 years.

b. Suffolk County Councillor Harry Richardson
Cllr H. Richardson reported that the A143 Resilience Group, together with other Councillors, had met with Highways regarding the ongoing issues with the A143. Highways explained that the road had failed in several places during the summer. The Resilience Group expressed disappointment with Highways’ response and the assurances given that the issues would not be repeated.
Highways apologised for the lack of communication and the insufficient signage provided during the incidents. However, Cllr H. Richardson advised that, within 24 hours of the meeting, there had been further significant road traffic collisions which had not been published, and Highways had not responded to his emails.
One of the collisions had caused significant damage to the road surface. At the time of the meeting, it was unclear whether the road surface had been defective prior to the collision or whether the damage had been caused by the crane used to remove the lorry involved.
It was explained that the current A143 Resilience Group email distribution consists primarily of the directly affected villages, with surrounding Parish Councils being informed on a need-to-know basis. Cllr H. Richardson agreed to include Walsham in the wider distribution list.
Cllr H. Richardson also provided an update on the Local Government Reorganisation proposals. He advised that the plans had been revised and that the Council was currently seeking legal advice on how to proceed. Further clarification would be provided at a later date.
Cllr D. Burdett asked how much had been spent to date on the Local Government Reorganisation proposals and whether these costs would be recovered. Cllr H. Richardson advised that costs incurred by affected councils would be reimbursed.
Cllr H. Richardson apologised for having to leave the meeting early, as he was double-booked and due to attend another Parish Council meeting. He left the meeting at 7.26pm.

5. Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk's report had been circulated with the agenda, nothing was highlighted. 

6. Declerations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest 

7. Statutory Business/Governance:
a. Accounts 
i. To receive Finance Report as at 
The report was received and accepted
Cleared transactions since last meeting 
	Cleared receipts 
	500

	Cleared payments 
	15,925.29

	Transfer
	8000



Bank Reconciliation 
This was received and signed by the Chair
	Balance per Bank Statement
	8,330.73

	Unpresented payments 
	0

	Unpresented receipts 
	0

	Adjusted Bank Balance 
	8,330.73



ii. To approve payments as scheduled 
The schedule was presented, approved and signed
	Clerk Reimbursement for Phone
	1.49

	Clerk Reimbursement for cleaning products for Street Cleaner 
	33.58

	Hall Hire 
	56

	Top Garden Services - Grass Cutting 
	630

	Audit Fees
	504

	TBS Hire - Post Hole Borer
	55.20

	Hillcrest Nurseries - bulbs/compost
	579.70

	Cllr Meadwell reimbursement – items for MUGA+Bookshelf
	129.40

	Clarkes of Walsham – Post fix for Benches
	36



b. Review Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for 2025-26
                   The Internal Audit Report was circulated with the Agenda.
              The report noted that the IT Policy had not been completed correctly; this has            subsequently been addressed.
The report also identified that the response to Section 2, Box 11 was incorrect. It was noted that the wording of this section had changed, which appeared to have caused confusion for a number of Clerks. Following discussions with PKF, it was understood that the wording would be amended for future audits.

c. CCTV Policy – The CCTV Policy will be updated to confirm that there will be no audio recording, in accordance with the recommendation of the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). In addition, all Clerk contact information will be updated.
d. IT Policy – The It Policy will be updated to included that all councillors will have a council owned email address. The clerks details will also be updated.
e. Allotment Policy – The Allotment Policy will be updated to clarify that, although allotment holders would ideally be present at all inspections, their attendance is not necessary for an inspection to take place. As well as updating clerk information. 


8. Planning applications:
a. New Applications:
DC/26/1124/FUL
Proposal Location Applicant Planning application - four dwellings with associated access Fordhams Farm Bury Lane Stanton Suffolk 	
DC/26/1124/FUL | Planning application - four dwellings with associated access | Fordhams Farm Bury Lane Stanton Suffolk
The Parish Council raised no objections to the planning application.
b. Wheeled Log Cabin – Information was circulated with the agenda.
The Parish Council raised no objections to the planning application. 

9. Matters for noting and resolution:
a. Play Area Inspection Reports
i. Pocket Park  
ii. Skate Park 
iii. Village Park 
Reports had been circulated with the Agenda. It was noted that only one repair remains outstanding, which is the replacement of a bracket.

b. Village Maintenance List 
Items to add:
The ladies’ toilets have flooded. Cllr K. Marlow has attempted to contact Carbry but has not yet received a response. An additional plumber will be contacted.
Items to remove: 
It was noted that the repairs and repainting of the clock tower have been completed and the item can therefore be removed from the action list.
The turning of the cemetery notice board has been instructed and is awaiting completion. The same applies to the Church notice board.
The issue of people climbing on the bus shelter can now be removed, as the signage appears to have resolved the problem. The cleaning and repainting of the bus shelter can also be removed.
The Quiet Lane sign can also be removed from the list, as the sign is currently in the process of being ordered.
Play Park
Designs for the play park were presented. Cllr G. Meadwell and Cllr D. Burdett have met with three playground companies, walked through the park with them and discussed the proposed new equipment alongside some of the existing items.
Quotations were received from HAGS, Playdale and Kompan. All three quotations will be put forward to West Suffolk.
HAGS was identified as the preferred option for several reasons. Their quotation provided a price for each individual item, whereas the other two companies provided a total quotation. HAGS also listened to the requirements set out in the brief, offered a significant discount and were considered to have provided the best communication throughout the process, being personable and approachable.

Cllr G. Meadwell advised that they had spoken with the primary school and older children, and it had become apparent that the current play park primarily caters for younger children. It was therefore agreed that the new equipment should be tailored towards an older age range, approximately Years 7–9.
It was noted that, although Stanton has a flagpole, there is currently no flag. It was suggested that a flag project be started, including investigating the sourcing of a suitable flag and the possibility of creating a Stanton village flag.

c. Councillor responsibilities received regarding this item 
The Councillor responsibilities had been circulated with the agenda, and Councillors considered which responsibilities they would like to take on.
The Clerk will update the responsibilities spreadsheet and circulate it to all Councillors for confirmation of their chosen responsibilities. Councillors who were not present at the meeting will also be invited to put themselves forward for any responsibilities they wish to undertake.

d. Christmas Tree 
A budget of £500 for the Christmas tree was suggested and agreed by councillors.

e. MUGA/Tennis Court Maintenance 
Correspondence had also been received regarding this item. It was proposed that funding for cleaning and tidying the MUGA and tennis court be included in the November budget.
It was agreed that the Parish Council would obtain quotations for the required works. It was noted that the perimeter fence around the MUGA requires repair and that the football pitch markings need to be re-drawn.
The Clerk will also liaise with Top Garden regarding the clearance of vegetation.

f. Electrical Quotes 
Cllr G. Meadwell advised that Blyth had been recommended to him by other contractors. It was noted that some other contractors had requested to be appointed before providing a quotation.
Despite the Councillors' best efforts to obtain a number of quotations, difficulties had been experienced in obtaining further quotes from local tradesmen. It was therefore unanimously agreed to proceed with Blyth’s quotation.
Cllr D. Burdett questioned why the Parish Council had experienced difficulties in obtaining quotations from local contractors and emphasised the importance of the Parish Council rebuilding its reputation and relationships within the local community.

g. Old School Park
Cllr K. Marlow and Cllr G. Meadwell are scheduled to anchor the benches tomorrow.
Mrs Stevens presented the designs for the park, with the intention of creating an inclusive, quiet and tranquil space for everyone to enjoy, rather than an extension of the recreation ground. Two trees will form the focal point of the park, with an infinity-shaped path around them.
Mrs Stevens has identified two suitable trees available to purchase at a cost of £55 each. The trees will need to be planted no later than the end of November. As a short-term measure, it was suggested that the grass could be allowed to grow, with the walkway then cut through it. The importance of ensuring that the space is used by the community was highlighted. It was noted that securing funding for the wider project would not be a quick process.
The possibility of establishing a community working group to assist with maintaining the space was discussed. It was agreed that Cllr S. Foulds would assist with marking the locations for the trees, while Cllrs K. Marlow and G. Meadwell agreed to dig the necessary holes.
The issue of watering the trees was discussed. Cllr D. Burdett will speak to Bluebells to establish whether it would be possible to have a sub-meter installed.
It was agreed to arrange a community planting party for mid-October.
The planting of hedges will be considered, with suitable hedging to be sourced and planted next year. The fence will also be moved.
Cllr G. Meadwell suggested having the park plans printed on an A1-sized sign and displayed at the site for the public to view.

h. Planter and Bulbs 
Cllr S. Foulds advised that they were awaiting a quotation from Hillcrest for pansies and narcissi bulbs. Cllr S. Foulds also thanked Hillcrest and Tina for their work on this year’s floral display.

i. Best Garden awards for 2027 
Cllr S. Foulds suggested advertising the Best Garden Awards in the Stanton Steamer to encourage greater involvement from residents. It was suggested that additional award categories could include Best Front Door, Best Sunflower and Best Mini Garden.
Cllr D. Burdett  hopes to obtain the remaining trophy on Saturday. Once all trophies have been collected, they will be inspected to determine which, if any, need to be replaced.


j. Skateboard artwork project
Cllr G. Meadwell suggested asking village residents whether they would be willing to donate or purchase blank skateboards for residents to decorate. Once decorated, the skateboards would be attached to the outside of the skate park fence, creating a colourful and engaging visual display.
Cllr G. Meadwell will promote the initiative on social media.

k. Jaynic development meeting 
The upcoming Jaynic meeting was discussed. Councillors were invited to attend, and it was agreed that the minutes of the meeting would be circulated to all Councillors following the meeting.

l. Artwork designs for Book Exchange 
Cllr D. Burdett showed councillors 3 proposed ideas for the artwork. All included flying books, a pocket watch and will included a white rabbit with reference to Alice in Wonderland. A designed was agreed. 

m. Village Hall Defibrillator
The Parish Council agreed to take over the guardianship of the Village Hall defibrillator, which is currently inactive. It was agreed that the costs of bringing the defibrillator back into working order would be shared equally between the Village Hall, the Football Club and the Parish Council.
The Clerk will order the necessary parts, with the aim of bringing the defibrillator back into service as soon as possible.


10. Correspondence received:
 
a. Bus Shelter 
Correspondence had been received regarding the provision of a sheltered bus stop. Cllr D. Burdett advised that she had previously submitted an application to Suffolk County Council for a bus shelter to be erected at Shepherd Grove, together with a live information sign displaying bus running times.

b. Street names 
Discussed in Public Forum 

c. ABTEC Memorial Plaque
Discussed in Public Forum
 
d. Tennis and MUGA flooring 
Discussed in Public Forum 

11. To agree items for next meeting 
None mentioned. Clerk to email Councillors before issuing the Agenda to ask whether any other items are to be included.

12. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on 8 October 2026 at 7pm

Meeting concluded at 9.07pm 


Signed by 

Chairman:

Date: 
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